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Tue author of theſe papers cannot paſs over 
the great induſtry employed to alienate from 
him, the eſteem of that deſcription of his coun- 
trymen, to whoſe intereſt he has devoted much, 
and, it ſhould ſeem, not ineffectual labour. 
A murmur has been thrown into circulation, 
not ſupported by any allegation, not even 
watranted by the colour of plauſibility ; indecent 
for the levity, and ſhameful for the ingratitude, it 
manifeſts. It cannot aſtoniſh any man, converſant 
with popular proceedings, that the ſenſe of obli- 
gation is not permanent, nay, that the lapſe of a 
few little months” ſhould have impaired it. 
Collective bodies have no heart. It is but the or- 
dinary train of events, that a reputation, to which 
the eager aſſiduity of attack ſeems to annex ſome 
value, and which never ſought the aid of intrigue 
or canvas, ſhould experience the aſſaults of envy ; 
A 2 the 
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the common- place proneneſs to calumniate ; the 
imputation that nobody will examine; the whiſper 
that nobody can trace; ** the ephemeral tale, that 
does its buſineſs and dies.” Indeed, fo invariably 
does malignity atteſt, and attend upon, eſſential 
public ſervice, that the object of theſe animad- 
verſions ſhould have been mortified, if his labours 
had been exempt, and is vain, that it verifies his 
pretenſions. He notices the circumſtance, not de- 
precating, or lamemting in any perſon, the capri- 
cious change of ſentiment; but leſt it might 
appear, acquieſcing in the charge, not to leave a 
record of its falſity. 


It is not true, that he did at any time relax from 
the zeal, with which he originally brought forward 
the Catholic queſtion. It is not true, that he ever 
omitted any exertion, of which he was capable, to 
promote the emancipation of that body. If there 
be evidence to contradict this aſſertion, let it be 
produced ; he neither owes, nor will he offer any 
more minute exculpation. What inſanity muſt be 
imputed to the man, who having furniſhed the 
greater part of the arguments “ upon which a po- 

litical 

* If curioſity, on a fubject of ſuch little moment, ſhould in 
duce any perſon to look over the ſeries of Dr. M*K's. publications, 
it will be found, that he reaſoned more extenſively in favour of the 


Roman 
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litical queſtion was managed; having ftrenuouſly 
ſupported it to the eve of ſucceſs, when nearly every 
man of conſideration was its enemy, ſhould aban- 
don it at the moment that the government and 
almoſt every perſon of conſideration became recon- 
ciled to it? Who can he be ſuppoſed to gratify by 
ſuch whimſical conduct? not himſelf ; not the ad- 
miniſtration, which has adopted the Catholic cauſe 
to ſuch extent, that the moſt violent demagogues 
of that body, have become converted to adulation. 
In the laſt ſummer, his words and ſentiments were 
the common currency of the Catholic nation ; in- 
deed at the very period that detraction was moſt 
buſy, they thought in his thoughts, and echoed his 


Roman Catholics, and anſwered more minutely, than any other out | 
of parliament, the objections made againſt admitting them to the 
privileges of the Conſtitution; for theſe arguments ſome merit may 
be claimed, for they have been repeated in many, and ſome, in 
very reſpectable places: If collated wich the different public acte 
of the Catholic body, or of local meetings, theſe will appear 
very often but Centos from his writings. The perſons who thus 
appropriated, not only did not acknowledge the obligation, but 
have, at leaſt thoſe in the metropolis, endeavoured to ſuppreſs 
the originals from- which they purloiaed, and to depreciate the 
author. 


So the wild Tartar, when he ſpies 

A man that's handſome, valiant, wiſe ; 

If he can kill him, thinks Vinherit, 
His wit, his beauty, and his merit. 


expreſ- 
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expreſſions, from one end of the iſland to tle 
other. The public papers written by him were 
generally acceptable, and ſeemed a few months 
back to have met the univerſal ſentiment ; they 
were dictated by the deſireof redreſs, not the project 
of revolution; upon that principle he originally 
ſtarted, and he is ſtill to be found ſteady to it. 


It is true, that when perſons were found more 
animated by the ſucceſs of France, than intimi- 
dated by the vices of triumphant democracy, he 
oppoſed himſelf to their proceedings and their pra- 
jects. Having been principally inſtrumental, in ex- 
citing among the Catholics a ſpirit of political en- 
quiry, it was an obligation of honor to reſiſt its 
perverſion. Every perſon muſt recollect a criſis, 
when too many appeared deſirous to inculcate that 
anarchy conſtituted the hope of the Catholics, to 
mingle the diſpoſition to republicaniſm with their 
grievances, and to diftort their honeſt claim to the 
purpoſes of confuſion. It is true, that upon that 
occaſion he took alarm; that difdaining to act the 
part of an incendiary, or to goad an irritated people 
to exceſs, he repreſented that ruin could not 
reform; that our emancipation was perfectly 
conſiſtent with the peace, as he before had demon- 
ſtrated it expedient for the proſperity of the coun- 
try, and that the means of tranquillity were moſt 
likely 
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likely to enſure it effeftually. We were not to 
abandon the kingdom, when we had acquired theſe 
political privileges; on the contrary, we ought to 
wiſh the nation quiet and proſperous, that we 
might enjoy them. Cartouche robbing with a blun- 
derbuſs, did not appear to him more criminal than 
Marat committing depredations with a revolution. 
If this be culpable in the eyes of any deſcription 
of Iriſhmen, he deſerves their cenſure. The ob- 
loquy of that rabid democracy, which has already 
ſhed ſo much venom on him, he receives as a 
cauſe of congratulation; for if it be enviable to be 
praiſed by the praiſe-worthy , the reverſe muſt 
ſurely convey ſome compliment, 


A manof principle, who proceeds on ſyſtem, muſt 
incur occaſionally the diſpleaſure of either party. 
In this inſtance it has been the caſe, although thoſe 
who differed from him were uniformly obliged to 
adopt the views which they had reprobated. It is 
but juſtice to acknowledge, that from the Pro- 
teſtants, (whom he was ſuppoſed to have injured,) 
he experienced ſevere, but except in one or two 
inſtances, polite animadverſion; from the Catholics, 
| (to whom beyond any queſtion, he was materially 
uſeful) envenomed flander, and rancorous ſcurrility. 


Having 
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Having endeavored to promote the advantage of 
that Society, to which he belongs, he has diſ- 
charged a duty: He diſmiſſes every conſideration 


of the buſineſs, without any thing to regret, and 
Nr 


without aſperity. FS 


Dorſet-ftreet, 
18th May, 1793» 


SUBSTANCE, 
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Ir may aſſiſt our deliberations on this ſubject, 
that we ſhould conſider attentively two Queſtions. 
Will the ſpirit of the people go with this Aſſem- 
bly, in caſe it ſhould incline, to protract its ex- 
iſtence ? Does the hardſhip of our condition re- 
quire, or juſtify a meaſure, thus ſtrong, and thus 
extraordinary ? If there be in the nation, a ſpirit 
of requiſition founded in a conviction, that ſub- 
ſtantial advantage has not been conceded, it will 
work its way; there is no neceſſity that we 
ſhould pioneer for it. Even in that caſe I ſhould 
recommend, by reſigning our charge to withdraw, 
unleſs called forward by a ſecond nomination. 
Thus leaving the pepole free to act or acquieſce ; 
thus proving that we do not counterfeit a ſenti- 
ment, of which the exiſtence may be queſtioned ; 
and thus effectually ſilencing a very probable im- 
putation, that, ambitious to retain the authority we 
have acquired, we inſtigate a contented people to 


B | diſ- 


0 —— 2 7 


= ® 7 
- 2 » 
- 6 
— — 
. 


£ 

2 — 7 
—— 

” 


2 
he + 


| 244. ward = 7 
diſaffection. But, on the other Hand, if the ſpirit 


of demand be exhauſted, and, that, generally 


ſpeaking, the people are content with the favors 


conferred by the Legiſlature, then indeed will it 
be weak to perſevere. The public voice commu- 
nicated to you weight and energy ; if it forſake 
you, or if it ſecond you but feebly, your Aſſembly 
will be the ſpectre of that, which had been reſpec- 
table: Languid interference will produce great 
miſchief, and no good effect. It will, without any 
adequate advantage, perpetuate that peeviſnneſs, 
which has now exiſted too long, and which the 
greater part of us, (I am ſure I feel ſo) are heartily 
ſick of. It will ſubject the Catholic name to re- 
buff, and the name of Committee to deriſion. It 
is not, Gentlemen, the magic ſound of Convention 
or Committee, nor is it any thing perſonal to your- 
ſelves, reſpectable as you may be; it is by public 
opinion that you have been floated to importance; 
be cautious to retire with the ebbing tide. Vou 
have ſeen a great name ſubjected to mortification 
by pertinacity, ſimilar to that, againſt which I 
warn you. When the political influence of the 
Roman Catholics was infignificant, I argued and 
urged the propriety of concentrating it under a 
diſtinct juriſdiction. 1 have not fince changed, but 
the circumſtances of the conntry have very mate- 
rially. You have ſince been reſtored by the juſtice 
of 
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of your King, and country, to the privileges, 
which confer political influence. You ought to uſe 
this acquiſition like other Citizens; if after having 
been affiliated to the Conſtitution, you ſtill keep 
aloof ; you give the lie to your former complaints, 
that you conſidered it a moſt ſevere grievance, to 
be eſtranged from your country, and erected, as it 
were, into a diſtin nation. I think the influence 
of the Roman Catholics, at this moment, too im- 
menſe, to be given in charge to, and wielded by, 
any Council whatſoever. The truſt 1s too great to 
receive, or to confer ; I would not for one, wiſh 
to be reſponſible for a charge ſo perilous,” of which 
the confidence is ſo momentous, the exerciſe ſo 
much expoſed to temptation and to calumny. 1 
dread much that little elſe would reſult from 
this tribunal, than rendering it compulſory on 
adminiſtration, to diſtribute petty patronage among 
the Members ; and furniſhing theſe Gentlemen with 
letters of recommendation to receive that degree 
of favor. To have eſtabliſhed in the country a 
ſeparate juriſdiction was, at all times, a ſtrong 
meaſure ; to have exhibited that juriſdiction in 
complete array, to Ireland, and 10 Europe, was a 
proceeding ſtill more alarming ; yet were theſe 
ſteps, the former indeed, more than the latter, 
juſtified to a great extent, by the neceſſity of our 
condition ; we were ſubject to great hardſhips, the 
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effect of great excluſions. It was an apology 
for ſeeming to uſe our natural ſtrength, the weight 
I mean of our numbers, that we were deprived of 
our political ſtrength, or the weight of our pro- 
perty. But that is not the caſe at preſent. We 
are enabled to purſue every conſtitutional object, 
by means perfectly reconcileable with the public 
order, and the genius of our admirable Conſtitu- 
tion. In theſe circumſtances, we ſhould not act, 
as we did in the very worſt of times. There was 
then a dignus vindice nodus, which exiſts not at 
preſent. Conſider how the internal peace, and 
external credit of the country may be affected, if 
it be underſtood at home or abroad, that the peo- 
ple of Ireland of all denominations are not heartily 
coaleſced and blended. By preſerving your Com- 
mittee, which will always give the appearance of 
diſcordance, you loſe more as Iriſhmen, than you 
can gain as Roman Catholics. 


It is urged that we ought not to be contented, 
and that the preſent opportunity has not been im- 
proved ſufficiently. If the latter aſſertion be true, 
the blame lights upon your negotiators, with whom 
I have no concern. I apprehend, that the mea- 
ſures of the conceding party have been ſo judici- 
ouſly arranged, that you have no alternative left 
but to be ſatisfied. Let your negotiators account 
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with you, whether it was wiſe to ſuffer the body 
to be ſevered? or whether it was practicable to 
prevent it? The claſſes of middle and humble 
life have obtained the capacity of enjoying all the 
privileges which belong to Proteſtants of the ſame 
conditions. Theſe claſſes are in all political con- 
ſiderations taken completely from under you. 
—You never more can uſe the millions, their ob- 
ject is attained, they will not make any vehement 
exertion in your ſupport: your adverſaries would 
ſpeedily diſcover the deception, and it would 
recoil on you. Whatever may have been your 


paſt reſources, you muſt depend in future on 
conciliation. | 


But, Gentlemen, it would be not at all conci- 
liatory, to continue your ſeparate juriſdiction, it 
would prove a meaſure of extreme hoſtility. 
Whenever our further claim comes forward, I 
ſhould wiſh it, to be advanced by the operation of 
Conſtituents upon their Repreſentatives. If there 
be ſtill any intereſts hoſtile to the Roman Catholics, 
and which may be ſuſpected of uſing influence to 
check the further liberality of the legiſlative bo- 
dies, I am ſure you furniſh them with arguments 
againſt you, by preſerving your ſeparate aggrega- 
tion, whilſt you have ſuch excellent means of -in- 
dividual exertion. This will be denominated a la- 
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cobin Aſſociation. And the preſent is not a time, 
when you ought to furniſh arms to your anta- 
goniſts, for never more will the terror of your 
name produce an effect. You will act much more 
advantageouſly, if you take your ground as indivi- 
duals. The member of Parliament will ever find 
it more conſonant to his feelings, more his con- 
venience and his intereſt, to treat with, and capi- 
tulate to, his immediate neighbours and conſtitu- 
ents, than to canvas for their ſupport, by obſe- 
quiouſneſs to a remote junto : The exchange of 
kind offices between Conftituent and Repreſenta- 
tive, blends the nations, and eſtabliſhes an harmo- 
ny, which never can exiſt, if the intercourſe. be 
maintained ſolely by a ſolid maſs in the metropolis, 
bullying occaſionally and bullied by Government ; 
and indeed the good underſtanding between man 
and man, the reciprocity of attentions, and the 
multitude of circumſtances, ariſing therefrom, 
which ſweeten life, are more valuable than many 
franchiſes ; but it is the malady of the day, to 
ſcoð l the mild virtues ; to ſubſtitute barren rights 
for productive happineſs ; ſtern ſpeculation for the 
blandiſhments of ſociety. For Heavens ſake, let 
us reinſtate the man, and circumſcribe the poli- 


tician. 


We have at preſent obtained an ample ſcope, for 


the operation of the degree of influence, which 
our 
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our property gives us: If we are entitled by 
it to the rank of Legiſlators, it will not be 
poſſible to prevent us from arriving in turn, at 
that diſtinction; if not, it is idle to agitate the 
country on the ſubject. Why ſhould a meeting, 
founded in pure democracy attempt to urge the 
rights of the ariſtocracy ? You have been. conſti- 
tuted by the voices of all the people indiſcrimi- 
nately collected, of courſe the loweſt orders muſt 
have preponderated ; you have upon all occaſions 
deduced your miſſion and your importance from 
the democracy of the Catholics. What has a de- 
mocratic aſſembly to do with the privileges of 
the ariſtocracy? How can you pretend to urge 
the claim of the Catholic Peers to ſit in the one 
houſe, or, of the leading Commoners, in the 
other? Why ſhould. you in the name of the ; 
millions ſollicit that in which the millions have 
no concern? Let ambition fight its on battles, 
truſt -me rank and talents will be found ſtrong 
enough for the obſtacles they have to encounter. 
You have now received the privileges of middle 
property, becauſe generally ſpeaking that is 
the rank you hold in the country; your pecu- 
liar ſituation pointed out, to you, this exact mea- 
ſure of your wants, and to the ſtate, the propriety 
of this exact conceſſhon. When the Catholics at 


the bar diſplay that degree of talent, which calls 
| N 
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for ſuperior ſituations; theſe will be given up to 
them ; becauſe if a man cannot be king's counſel, 
he will be counſel againſt the King for the people. 
And when there ariſe many Catholics of great poſ- 
ſeſſions, they will be received into both houſes of 
parliament, for the crown will chuſe to affociate 
them to itſelf, by opening the paths of honor and 


privilege, rather than ſuffer a ſour ſenſe of priva- 


tion to ferment in their minds. Every man knows, 
and feels the debt, which ſociety owes him; in 
the article of perſonal conſideration, we exact ri- 


gorouſſy. If the decorations uſually annexed to 


opulence do not follow the reality of it, the injur- 
ed party will ſeek ſome other mode of vindicating 
his condition. When a numerous claſs of great 
landed proprietors ſhall be formed among us, they 
will receive the dignities that belong to the ſupe- 
rior order, as the Catholics of the preſent day re- 
ceive the privileges which appertain to mediocrt- 
ty, left a diſpoſition to emigrate ſhould prevail, or 
leſt unconſtitutional principles may take root among 
them. This will be the ſtate reaſon of a future, 
as it is of the preſent day. The entire web will 
unravel of itſelf, for wealth will ever find its own 
level in importance. The deſtruction of the ſyſ- 
tem is laid in a ſeries of cauſe and effect, which 
nothing can retard but error in the deciſions of this 
aſſembly; if we purſue intemperately theſe advan- 

| tages, 
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tages, of which the enjoy ment cannot be diffuſed 
extenſively among us, we will create di {guſt and 
ſuſpicion in the minds of every reflecting perſon, 
of every ſet in either kingdom; we do the ſame, 
if we adopt or encourage fantaſtic politics of any 
kind. . If we hold together after having attained 
what was underſtood to be our object, it will be 
very fair to ſay that ſome danger lurks in the ag- 
gregation; that this great body acts in uniſon 
from a community of ambitious views, not a 
common ſenſe of unjuſtifiable inconvenience.” 
They have gotten that, which they pronounced 
valuable, who can anſwer to what extent they may 
yet proceed in this habitual aggregation?” If we 
continue to. uſe our numbers, together with the 
political influence we have acquired, we muſt ne- 
ceſſarily aflume a conſiderable degree of ſuperio- 
rity. This is not acting fairly by the country. 
It is not, what we held out, as terms during the 
period of our ſolicitation. 


You declared, a few days back, your adherence 
to a government by King, Lords, and Commons. 
Would it be conſiſtent with that declaration to add, 
as a fourth eſtate, the Roman Catholic Committee has 
I mentioned ſlightly at the moment, my diſappro- 
bation of the meaſure. I thought it nugatory, 
becauſe ſuperfluous. I do not reliſh theſe, general 
| C | aſſertions. 
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aſſertions. I ſhould equally think of proctaiming 
my opinion, that the beſt government of the uni- 
verſe was by one Almighty, omniſcient ſuperinten- 
dance, as that I was attached to the mixed monar- 
chy, eſtabliſhed in theſe iſlands; I ſhould think 
the one point as little to be controverted, as the 
other. Theſe loofe general expreſſions, if they mean 


any thing, rather invalidate than ſupport the prin- 


ciple, which is ſuppoſed to be implied by them. 
A Republican may ſay he admires the government 
of King, Lords, and Commons; becauſe in his 
idea, theſe may be other names for Preſident, 
Senate, and Houſe of Repreſentatives. My attach- 
ment is, to a King, in the preſent ſplendor of 
Britiſh prerogative; to a Peerage elevated, privi- 
leged, and reſpected; to a Repreſentation of the 
wealth, not the numbers; of the intereſt, not the 
will of the people. Why ſhould the collective 
ſenſe of the Catholics of Ireland be thus announc- 
ed, as if their integrity were ſuſpicious, and re- 
quired to be aſcertained by public notification of 
their ſentiment ? We, of whom the proverbial 
loyalty lingered with the Houſe of Stuart, when 
it had not power to enforce, or influence to al- 
"iis; and wheu the diffuſion of political light had 
inſtructed us to transfer our allegiance ; we&y who 


varied the object, not the eſſence of our attach- 


ment; ; our fidelity is aſcertained ; that our prin- 
| ciple 


( 12, ) 


ciple is highly monarchical is a truiſm, which 
needs not to be announced ; I am rather inclined 
to think that we would conſider it an inſult, that 
our loyalty ſhould be queſtioned. 1 have digreſ- 
ſed. Break up this ſeparate juriſdiction. It in- 
jures the ſervice of your king and the credit of 
your country, To yield to theſe conſiderations 
would be practical loyalty, practical, patriotiſm, 
of which a ſingle act is more valuable than volumes 
of that lumber of ſpeculative declarations, I grant 
that we intend innocently, that is good to ſatisfy 
our conſciences. But when it ſhall be known 
abroad, that in Ireland there are two governments, 
the one of the Proteſtant ſtate, the other, of the 
Catholic committee, rivals, ſomewhat hoſtile to each 
other, ſtrangers will not think ſo lightly or inno- 
cently of it. The enemy will hold out to his par- 
tiſans this emblem of diſunion and diſaffection. 
He will repreſent us confederating into a diſtinct 
Republic, that we are courted and yield not. 
Thus the enemies of our ſovereign will be encour- 
aged in their enterpriſes of hoſtility. The monied 
man from abroad will heſitate to embark his pro- 
perty in a country, in which the ſeeds of diſcord 
ſeem planted, and which ſeems thus to be pre- 
pared for civil conteſt. This will be the judgment 
of ſtrangers, to whom our ſecret motives are un- 
known, and indeed they will have reaſon to form 

C 5 this 


( 12 ) 

this judgment. It is the nature of man to be pro- 
greſſive; if this delegation be confirmed, and ſup- 
| ported vigorouſly, (and unleſs it be ſupported vi- 
| gorouſly more evil than advantage will ariſe from 
the meaſure,) the courfe of events, ſimilar to what 
always occurs, will produce a rivalſhip, in which 
one repreſentative body muſt vote the other a nui- 
fance ; and then the Catholic and Proteſtant na- 
tions are committed upon the event, I take you 
as to the entire upon two points, your loyalty, 
which you value as your honor. Your intereſt, 
which like other men you are attached to, 


\ 


I do not conſider this queſtion, in the manner 
that gentlemen ſuppoſed it would have been ar- 
gued ; it was ſtated early in the debate that the 
1 wiſhes of adminiſtration and of the leading per- 
[: ſons in the country might be cited to influence our 
1 deciſions, but that theſe ought not to weigh with 
the us, becauſe we ſlighted ſimilar admonitions on 
a former occaſion, and that we-are ſuppoſed rather 
to have been gainers by theſe inſtances of non- 
compliance. I cannot perceive at preſent in what 
manner our deciſions are likely to affect the mem- 
bers of adminiſtration, except as they may impede 
or promote that, which equally concerns us all, 
the re- eſtabliſument of public credit, confidence, 
and tranquillity. Feeble indeed would be our pre- 

EO tenſions ' 
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tenſions to the notice and ſupport of our country, 
if a rule ſo boyiſh and capricious were to influence 
any part of our deliberations; if we turned aſide 
from great general principles of policy to make 
private and perſonal conſiderations the ground and 
guide of our judgement. Between the propoſed 
acquieſcence of the preſent and of former periods, 
the end, which diſcriminates every thing, conſti- 
tutes the difference. To oppoſe the will and mea- 
ſures of a miniſter, when they happen not to be 
conſonant to the public good, or his acts, when 
they ſeem to encroach on the privileges and ſecu- 
rity of the individual, is the right, nay the duty of 
a freeman ; a right of which the poſſeſſion is noble, 
the exerciſe dignified and manly. But to thwart 
and counteract every meaſure, merely becauſe it 
is ſuppoſed to originate with thoſe, who are placed 
over us, or to be acceptable to them, is the pettiſh- 
neſs of a wayward ſchool-boy to his inſtructor: 
Compliance, or reſiſtance are in themſelves things 
indifferent. They become cenſurable or praiſe- 
worthy. exactly as they happen to be founded in 
error or propriety, There are many caſes, in 
which the ſubject muſt identify himſelf with the 
government, even although he happen nat to fa- 
vor the individuals, who compoſe it. This rela- 
tion, like thoſe of domeſtic lite, is of mutyal de- 
pendancies. In all eſſentials, whoever isat the helm 


muſt 
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muſt be ſupported ; for inſtance, againſt diſturbers 
of the public peace, Revolutioniſts, the common 
enemy or invaders of private property. He is 
an idiot, who would ſuffer his houſe and goods to 
be conſumed, becauſe he diſliked his wife, or a 
lodger in it. So that this argument reſolves itſelf 
into the original one, is the meaſure right or 
wrong? On this topic I have been already ſufh- 
ciently explicit. 


F 
But I could have wiſhed that a neceſſity had not 


ariſen for the preſent argument. The very diſ- 
cuſſion denotes a reluctance to retire from the ſcene, 
which to many of our fellow citizens muſt prove 
ungrateful. I ſee no good reaſon for having con- 
vened this aſſemby a ſecond time, but many circum- 
ſtances, which ought to have diſſuaded men of pru- 
dence or reflection from the undertaking. It was 
deemed adviſcable, on a former occaſion, to make 
a ſingle application by an united body, left any 
accidental diverſity of expreſſion in our various 
petitions, might be interpreted one againſt the 
other. I never diſcerned much weight in the alle- 
gation, for neither was petition the only mode by 
which we could have proceeded, nor did any con- 
trariety appear, when the different diſtricts of the 
nation expreſſed their ſentiments ſeparately. The 
mode of acting ſolely by a Convention, eſtabliſhed 

mn 
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iti this city, ſeemed rather a contrivance for go- 
verning the nation through the metropolis. But 
in this inſtance there exiſts not a ſingle pretext for 
combined action. Your object is to announce 
your gratitude. The ſentiment is uniform 
and general. The expreſſion could not vary, It 
was needleſs to aſſemble for the purpoſe of diſ- 
ſolving. For as you are not a corporate body, 
a diſcontinuance of your meetings was tanta- 
mount to a formal diſſolution. Your affairs had 
proceeded through ſo many viciſſitudes and 
revolutions of parties, each expecting to be 
conſidered our principal creditor, that it became 
impoſſible, acting as a body, not to create diſguſt, 
and occaſion cenſure. Within the walls of Parlia- 
ment we owed favors to Adminiſtration, and favors 
to Oppoſition ; it is impoſſible to expreſs ourſelves 
alike to both, and the ſide to which we incline, 
receives, by this appearance of ſuperior popu- 
larity, an unfair advantage over the other. Be- 
ſides the duty of habitual loyalty, we are indebted 
to his Majeſty for a moſt critical and well-timed 
declaration. of his paternal regard. That part of 
the nation, which is accuſed, of hoſtility to 
the prerogative, alledges the merit of ſtrenuous 
zeal and early adoption. How can you take 
a ſtep as a body,. without incurring at either 
lide the blame of ingratitude. This is the 
evil of acting in your general deſignation, 
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which you would have avoided, by appearing in 
the ſubordinate characters of Counties and Cities. 
The propriety of one meeting would have balanc- 


ed the error of another, and none would have 


been ſuppoſed to commit the great body of the 
Catholics of Ireland. I ſay ſuppoſed to commit, 
for your vote will only be concluſive where it ac- 
cords with the general ſentiment. Vou may guide 
an exiſting opinion, but you cannot compei or 
create a new one. It was eaſy to have foreſeen 
that in a democratic aſſembly, of which, as ever 


muſt be the caſe, many members are arranged un- 


der various views and opinions, ſeveral topics would 
be preſented for diſcuſſion, varying from thoſe pro- 
poſed originally. Some, to which it will not prove 
either politic or wiſe, or indeed within the limits 
of the truſt repoſed in us to affix the name of that 
part of the nation we are ſuppofed to repreſent. 
I originally foreſaw theſe inconveniencies, and re- 
commended local meetings and addreſſes, the event 
juſtifies my reaſoning. 


I ſhall detain you very little more, merely to 
expreſs my opinion relative to the bill lately en- 
ated for our advantage. It creates a vaſt revolu- 
tion in this country, of which the beneficial effects 


will extend very far indeed. It is, in my opinion, 


the moſt ſubſtantial advantage acquired by this na- 
| tion 


5 


tion ſince the firſt Britiſh invaſion. Some Gentle- 
men have cenſured the forbearance of the perſons 
who had the principal management of the buſineſs, 
and ſeem to think that they did not take ſufficient 
advantage of the occaſion. I do not coincide with 
any opinion I have heard on the ſubject. I do not 
think that the Repreſentative Franchiſe was in 
any wiſe attainable ; in the preſent ſtate of things 


1.do not think that it was very important; I am . 


ſure it would have been egregious folly to have 
made the refuſal of it a cauſe of difference with 


adminiſtration, or with the legiſlature. We excited 


no inconſiderable ferment among ourſelves, and 
weakly ſuppoſed, that becauſe we were warm, all 
would go right; never adverting that there were 
others in the country, equally ardent, equally paſ- 
ſionate, and more powerful. The millions pro- 
duced a wonderful effect on us, we did not recol- 
lect or perceive, that of our numbers a conſidera- 
ble majority are in extreme indigence. That theſe 


periogs think nothing about franchiſe, but every 


thing about ſubſiſtence. If the country had been 
provoked into agitation, and that this order had 
been brought into active interference, :can any 
ſenſible: man ſuppoſe, that they would fight about 


the qualification. for electing members to Parlia- ; 


ment? They, of whom the daily labor is in 


general rated as low, as is conſiſtent with common. 


: D humanity, 
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humanity, and by whom the Roman Catholic Gen- 
tleman is conſidered a taſk-maſter at leaſt not leſs 
ſevere than the Proteſtant. They would have 
embodied perhaps under our definition of liberty, 
but when embodied they would have proceeded 
rapidly to realize their own idea of it, indiſcrimi- 
nate pillage ; and this muſt have proved more 
fatal to our body than to any other ; for amongſt us 
is to be found the greater part of that floating pro- 
perty, which lies more immediately expoſed to 
this kind of devaſtation, chat of the merchant, the 
farmer, the ſubordinate trader, and the manufac- 
turer. The Catholics of property would never 
have ſuffered this kind of interference ; they would 


Jooner have funk the claim, the cauſe, and the 


committee in the ocean. Your adverſaries are 
more ſhrewd than you in politics. They knew your 
forte and vour foible. That you ha dmuch influence 
which you ſeemed inclined to abandon, and little 
force, which there appeared ſome diſpoſition to 
employ. The ruling. powers conceded to you 


liberally, but they ſtamped the grant with the 


evident traces of a Government in full vigor: 
They did not, as as might have been expected, con- 
cede angrily; but many of the reſerved articles 
did appear to me to have been excepted from the 
grant, merely in order to place it beyond queſtion, 
that Government was ſtrong, and able to dictate 
2 con- 


- 


en 


conditions. You in fact virtually preferred a com- 
plaint to the King, of his miniſters in this country, 
and a complaint without foundation; for it is 
notorious, that the executive government in this 
country could not have given you ſupport, and 
was therefore no way culpable for not having 
given you encouragement. I know this was not 
your intention, you only meant a little tinſel va» 
nity. But this was the fair interpretation of your 
conduct. Your leaders now acknowledge the 
injuſtice of their indecorum to the executive go- 
vernment, whom at that period they treated and 
conſidered as foes: They are endeavoring to at- 
tone at preſent by adulation for their paſt conduct, 
of which the name is too harſh to bear repetition. 
I had been myſelf concerned in ſome conciliatory * 
meaſures, I had obſerved the advantage, and re- 
commended to you the imitation of them. In 
November 1792, the propriety of conceding to you 
the right of ſuffrage was generally acknowledged. 
It is true a limited franchiſe was mentioned. But 
every man of underſtanding muſt perceive, that it 
was much more the intereſt of the Proteſtants to give 


* The reſolutions in particular which were agreed to in Wa- 
terford, in September 1792, which although very mild, aud 
tending to preſerve the quiet of that country, were found ro have 
rendered eſſential ſervice to the Catholics. 


. |» \f Wha com- 


the latter has checked the confidence, circulation, 
and conſumption of manufactures within the coun- 
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complete than limitted elective franchiſe, for thus 
the Proteſtant landlord gains the weight of his Ca- 
tholic tenantry. And it would have been groſsly er- 
roneous to have given political power without com- 
municating alſo the qualification to hold civil offices. 
So that all the articles conceded by the laſt bill were 
ſo interwoven and connected one with the other, 
that the main point being conceded the reſt fol- 
towed as neceſſary appendages. Then you pro- 
fited not any thing by your embaſſy ro England, 
nor by all the effervefcence which has taken place 
fince the Grand J uries were replied to. But you 
loſt, firſt, by the encouragement, which the enemy 
derives ſrom the exaggerated repreſentation of 
your proceedings, and the idea, we know to have 
been held out, that Ireland would have occupied 
a part of the Britiſh forces; ſecondly, by the panic 
excited at home among timid, monied men, who 


dreading an imitation of French crimes, from what 


appeared to them an imitation of French politics, 


thought it neceſſary to ſecure to the mſelves ſums of 


ſpecic : the former circumflance has probably em- 
boldened France by the invaſion of Holland to Pro- 
voke the war. Here is the i injury to your foreign trade; 


try; here is the injury to your domeſtic com- 
merce. Every hand- bill, every advertiſement ſent 


Out 
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out, was a caution to the timid man, not to unlock 
his coffers. At the time I oppoſed theſe meaſures ; 
oppoſed the embaſſy to England, and I ſtill con- 
gratulate myſelf on having oppoſed it. I conſi- 
dered that mode of tranſmitting our petition, uſe- 
leſs, inflammatory and indelicate. The oppoſi- 
tion to us was at that time given up. The neceſ- 
ſity of relieving us was recognized in both the 
Britiſh houſes. In the lower it was introduced by 
a nobleman in the confidence of the miniſter 4; 
in the upper, by a nobleman whom every mi- 
niſter muſt reſpect, and whom every man in the 
Britiſh empire reveres and confides in . In this 
Nate of our affairs I vehemently reſiſted uſing extra- 
ordinary means ;. complicating our cauſe with, and 
riſking it on, a court etiquette. I ſtated to you at the 
- time, that by the meaſure you adopted you inſulted 
a power which you were not competent to fhake. 
Well, you were ſent back to the knees of that 
identical adminiſtration. After having ftrutted in 
England you returned to crave an audience, and 
the men, who urged you to vehemence before, are 
now endeavouring to make their peace with the 
miniſter, who were the objects, laſt December, 
of envenomed invective. Here you committed an 


egre- 


F Lord Carysford. + Lord Rawdon, 
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egregious error, and the event again juſtifies the 
| advice which I gave, and which you lighted. 
| The next error was, that the perſons who under- 
took to ſuperintend your affairs, or rather to ſu- 
percede all others, ſuppoſed the career of negotia- 
tion to have been very brilliant. They of courſe 
were eager to monopolize to themfelves the honor 
of appearing in it. Our body is teeming with ta- 
lent ; but, as if the law of the land did not oppoſe 
a ſufficient number of diſcouragements to this en- 
vied, unprofitable quality, your managers appear- 
ed willing to improve, on the virulence of the old 
Popery code, by refuſing any conſideration even 
among ourſelves to our on literature and abili- 
ty. They ſeemed more eager to exclude theſe 
qualities from the competition, than to forward the 
common cauſe by the aid of men ſuppoſed to be 
favored with them. I mean not difreſpe@ to any 
gentleman ; but when a treaty was to be conclud- 
ed, extending to all orders of our communion, and 
which from the circumſtances of the country will 
not, I apprehend, for a long period ſuffer altera- 
tion, it ſurely was not wiſe to have committed the 
entire detail and management to mere country gen- 
tlemen and mere merchants. A very ſhrewd man, 
unleſs he be exerciſed in the details and relations 
of politics, will ſtart up an indifferent politician ; 
whilſt 
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whilſt a mind leſs powerful, habituated to this kind 
of buſineſs, will be enabled to appear with diſtine- 
tion. You have on the very lifts of this commit- 
tee, many men who proiniſe to grace their coun- 
try, many called forward by this very cauſe, on 
_ Whoſe reputation it roſe, and of whoſe exertions 
you freely profited. I do not find, that in either 
kingdom they were employed on your deputations 
or privately negotiating agents. Many intelligent 
perſons here have complained, that they never 
could procure an accurate inſight into the conclud- 
ing proceedings. There are many others, of the 
fame deſcription, who have been treated with ſtill 
more reſerve, ſome who have been excluded en- 
tirely from our Committee, but whoſe interpoſi- 
tion would have been more valuable than that of 
many the moſt active amongſt us. The effect of 
this jealouſy appears on the face of the bill of re- 
lief, for the entire weight of reſtriction falls upon 
the liberal, and lettered walks of life, upon the 
Barriſter, and the man who attaches himſelf to 
general politics. You certainly ought to have plac- 
ed, in the ſuperintendance of your negotiation, men 
who ſhared deeply in the intereſts of the landed 
and commercial bodies. But you ought to have 
combined with them, ſome of more technical 
Habits and education. Men who had ſtudied all 
the relations of theſe laws, and of the country. 


Men 
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Men accuſtomed to reflect and reaſon, and whoſe 
babits of reaſoning and reflecting had been directed 
principally to this object. Such perſons would 
have been qualified as well to urge a claim as to 
receive a conceſſion. The more expert and ſaga- 
cious animals peaceably aſcend the tree and cull 
its produce. Thoſe leſs enviably gifted by nature, 
fret and rub, and having made a vehement concuſ- 
ſion at the bottom, pick up the fruit which drops 
accidentally. If the precautions, I have mention- 
ed, had been obſerved ; and if a fair communica- 
tion had been maintained with the leading perſons 


in the country, even with Gentlemen who op- 


poſed us, and whom we have treated with un- 


neceſſary and inexpedient hoſtility, I entertain very 


little doubt, that we might have removed ſeveral 
of the exceptions, which might eaſily have been 
proved not of ſufficient importance to the late to 
have been reſerved, although individuals of our 
communion might derive great advantage from the 
conceſſion. It was wrong ever to have introduc- 
ed ill humour or vehemence into our proceedings, 
becauſe at beſt they were unneceſlary, and the 
temper and acts of the preſent day prove, that 
the ſtrong language of the laſt meeting was 


mere vapor, which we had neither the means nor 
inclination to enforce. I congratulate you that a 


more reaſonable conduct ſeems likely to pre- 
: vail 
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vail, and myſelf, that my opinions of that day have 
made proſelytes. It is true we were not the aggreſ- 
ſors in intemperate language ; but it might have 
produced a diſpoſition to forbearance amongſt us, 
that we were to receive; and excuſed the peeviſh- 
neſs of our antagoniſts, that they gave and deemed 
themſelves the loſing party. In the entire of this 
buſineſs you reſtricted your view too much to the re- 
preſentative and elective franchiſes. And I mention 
this circumſtance with the more regret, becauſe I am 
ſtrongly induced to think, that the ſubſiſting frac- 
tion of the Popery laws will continue longer than 
is uſually imagined. The warmth and recrimina- 
tion, I may almoſt ſay the hoſtility, of our pro- 
ceedings, have created great indiſpoſition againſt 
us. The ferment excited has been ſo great, and 
its conſequences ſo pernicious, that moderate men 
will be deterred from urging, or engaging in the 
queſtion. And ſo many are rendered content, that 
even when undertaken, the application will not be 
ſupported with the accuſtomed vigor &. 


It muſt appear that if the Committee of the Roman Catho- 
lics had acted in a leſs conſpicuous manner, and had not aſſumed 
a juriſdiction, the arguments here offered would not have been 
generally applicable. 
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ADDRESSES 


OF THE 


ROMAN CATHOLICS OF WATERFORD: 


T HE following Addreſſes, from the Roman 
Catholics of Waterford, were on the 1oth April, 


1793, preſented to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 


tenant, by Henry Alcock, Eſq; Member of Par- 
liament for that City. 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Appress of the Roman CATHO- 
Lics of the City of WATERFORD. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


WE your Majeſty's dutiful and loyal ſubjects, 
the Roman Catholics of your City of Waterford, 
beg leave moſt humbly to lay before the 
Throne, the tribute of our loyalty and grati- 
tude; and to repeat, at this important criſis, 

E 2 aur 
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our ſolemn aſſurance of devoted attachment ts 
your Majeſty's royal perſon and family, and to 
the conſtitution, the honor, and the intereſts 
of the Britiſh empire. : | 


Under your Majeſty's auſpicious reign, your 
faithful ſubjects, the Roman Catholics of this 
kingdom, have gradually emerged from a de- 
preſſed condition, to the participation of valua- 
ble privileges ; when penalties were annexed to 
the exerciſe of our religion, we found an aſy- 
lum in your Majeſty's lenity ; and in the fre- 
quent conceſſions of the legiſlature ; we recog- 
nize the influence of thoſe mild and equitable 
maxims, of which the example was conſpicu- 
ous, in the common Father of his people. 


But, we at this moment preſent ourſelves be- 
fore our Sovereign, with more profound ac- 
knowledgements, and a more lively impreſſion 
of his goodneſs. Under your Majeſty's graci- 
ous recommendation, Parliament has, among 
other important privileges, reſtored to us the 
exerciſe of the EleQive Franchiſe. Thus the 
enjoyment. of property, conferred by the wif- 


dom of former Legiſlatures, is rendered more 


ſccure and ample; and the individuals of our 
communion, relieved from great diſcourage- 
ment, 
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ment, are in a high degree reſtored to their 
rank in ſociety. The confidence repoſed in us 
ani mates our ardor in the common cauſe. We 
are prepared, at the hazard of every thing dear, 
to ſupport your Majeſty, the conſtitution, and 
the connection with Great Britain, particularly 
in the preſent juſt and neceſſary war, againſt the 
common enemies of religion, order, and ſocial 
happineſs. . 


Permit us, Sire, with all ſincerity to rejoice, 
that it is the peculiar glory of our royal bene- 
factor, to have been throughout his reign the 
great promoter of relief and conciliation to this 
kingdom ; the unhappy circumſtances of Ire- 
land, have heretofore fruſtrated every effort, to 
embrace its people in a common conſtitution. 
Your Majeſty has laid the foundation of that 
great event, and of a cordial union of ſenti- 
ment, and intereſt, grounded on the moſt ſolid 
baſis, impartiality. 


We beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
no exertion on our part ſhall be wanting, to ſe- 
cond and render effectual your benevolent in- 
tentions, that harmony ſhould be cemented and 
flourih among your people; and as we have 
hitherto experienced, in the purity of our prin- 

ciples, 
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ciples, and in our peaceable and loyal demea- 
nor, the moſt certain recommendation to relief ; 
fo do we rely, that adhering inviolably to the 
fame conduct in future, your faithful ſubjects, 
the Roman Catholics of this kingdom, will ever 
be conſidered deferving the favor and patron- 
age of your Majeſty, and of Parliament. 


William Egan, R. C. B. Walter Woulfe, 
Rev. Thomas Hearne, Thomas Wyſe, 
Rev. Paul Power, Walter Wyſe, 
Rev. Thomas Keating, James Wyſe, 

Rev. Francis Ronan, Pat. Logan, 

Rev. James Anth. Duan, Edward Redmond, 
Rev. Tim. Hearn, William Sinnot, 
Rev. John M' Kenna, Robert Thomas Power, 
Rev. John Fran. Phelan, Peter Gibbons, 
Rev. John Barron, John Farrell, 

Rev. Wm. Fran. Phelan, Walter Farrell, 
Rev. Wm. O' Regan, Richard Farrell, 
Rev. Corn. P. O' Ryan, Thomas Fogarty, 
Rev. John Kirwan, Michael Rivers, 
Rev. Nicholas Shea, William Bolan, 
Rev. Mathew Power, William Maddock, 
Rev. Wm. Keating, John Barry, 

Rev. John Phelan, Thomas Mealican, 
Francis Wyſe, bo Patrick Murphy, 
James Wyſe, Mat. Farrell, 


Robert 


E 


Robert Power, Pierſe Barron, 
John Blackney, Nicholas Power, 
Roger Caſhin, Pierſe Power, 
Edmond M*Kenna, Joſeph Power, 
Rickard M Kenna, Walter Fortune, 
Edmund Caſhin, John Hurley, 
Theo. M Kenna, M. D. Patrick Gaffney, 
Jeremiah Ryan, Jeffery Murray, 
James Collins, William Coman, 
Michael Barron, Philip O' Neale, 
Arthur Barker, William Burke, 
Thomas Lanigan, Mathew Commins, 
Patrick Ryan, Edmund Fanning, 
William Grant, John Mullally, 
Thomas Quan, Richard M<Grath, 
James Quan, : John Carew, 
James Gaffney, John O'Neil, 
John Connell, William Ryan, 
Peter St. Leger, James Cahill, 
Thomas Pyne, James Keating, 
Martin Ryan, John Lonergan, 
Michael Buckley, Richard Farrell, 
Patrick Galway, James Farrell, 
William Stapleton, Joſeph Roche, 
Michael Roche, Morgan Power, 
John Doyle, Edward Morriſſey, 
John Archbold, Dominick Farrell, 
Robert Phelan, Arthur O*Neale, 


John 
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John Fanning, 
Paul Carroll, 
Robert O Brien, 
John Carroll, 
John Murphy, 
Bernard Donovan, 
Joſeph Hayden, 
William Smyth, 
Joſeph Gaule, 
Nicholas Byrne, 
Michael Walſh, 
Patrick Gaule, 
Stephen Grant, M. D. 
H. Garret Landers, 
James Blake, 
Thomas Blake, 
James Shee, 
John Redmond, 


Robert Logan, 
William O'Neill, 
John Thompſon, 
James Wall, 
William Tobyn, 
William Power, 
Mathew Shee, 
William Keating, 
James Stone, 
Darby Caſhin, 
Francis Lanigan, 
Martin O'Brien, 
John Watkins, 
Terence Shaw, 
John Power, 
James O'Neill, 
William Purcell. 


Ta 
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To bis Excellency Jobn Earl f Wiinitiland; ow 
Lieutenant General, and General Governor of 
Ireland. | | 


The ADpbress of the Roman CATHOLICS of 
the City of WATERFORD. | 


May it pleaſe your Excellency. 985 


We the Roman Catholics of the City of Wa- 
terford, beg leave to expreſs to your Excellency, 
our ſincere acknowledgements for the favors 

ve have received under your Adminiſtration; and 
for the great zeal manifeſted by his Majeſty' 8 
miniſters, to promote the very liberal relief 


which we have received during the preſent ſeſ- 
fion of Parliament. 


Permit us to congratulate your Excellency, 
that this ſplendid event has taken place un- 
der your government. An alteration in the 
laws which improves the condition of a conſider- 
able number of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and tends 
ſo effectally to aboliſh political animoſities, © 
grounded on difference of religion, muſt very 

F materially 
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materially encreaſe the proſperity of this 
country, render your name for ever dear, 
and the period of your Excellency's Adminiſ- 
tration memorable to the people of Ireland. 


We rely with confidence on your Excellen- 
cy's well known juſtice, that you will favoura- 
bly repreſent to his Majeſty, our loyal at- 
tachment to his perſon and government, our 
zeal to ſupport the laws and conſtitution of 
our country; we truſt that by perſevering 

in the ſame principles and conduct we ſhall 
moſt effeQually remove the jealouſy entertain- 
ed againſt us, and be (on all occaſions) con- 
ſidered worthy of the protection and liberality 
of our King and Parliament. 


[Signed by all the Names ſubjoined to the ere 
going * to his Majeſty. ] 


The Lord Lieutenani's Anſwer. 


T return you my beſt thanks for this oblig- 
ing addreſs. With ſincere pleaſure I receive 
theſe expreſſions of gratitude for his Majefty's 

: fayour, and the liberality of Parliament, and 
I will 
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I will faithfully repreſent to his Majeſty your 
cordial attachment to his perſon and govern- 
ment, and your zealous determination to ſup- 
port the laws and conſtitution of your coun- 
try. I will not fail to tranſmit your dutiful 
and loyal addreſs to be laid before his Ma- 


jeſty. 


Fa 
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RESOLUTIONS agreed to by the ROMAN 
' CATHOLICS of WaTERFORD, September 


485 1590 


WE, THE eit te or THE City or Wa- 
TERFORD, obſerving that a jealouſy of the views 
and intentions of our body is induſtriouſly ex- 
cited, think it incumbent on us to ſatisfy our 
fellow · citigens, by a public avowal of our ſen- 
timents. 


We reflect with ſatisfaction, that, in this 
part of the kingdom, a perfectly amicable in- 
tercourſe has long ſubſiſted between the mem- 
bers of the different religious perſuaſions: it is 
our firſt wiſh, and will be our greateſt hap- 
pineſs, to preſerve that harmony; and, we 
truſt, it 1s too firmly eſtabliſhed to be in- 
terrupted by the calumnies of intereſted men, 
who endeavour to alienate from us the con- 
fidence of our Proteſtant brethren. Deſirous 
not to furniſh additional matter for diſguſt 
to the leſs reflecting part of our communion, 
we paſs ſlightly over thoſe fingular publicatt- 
ons, which fill the news-papers, and which, 
repreſenting this tranquil nation as on the 
eve of confuſion, are likely to affect our 
credit as a commercial, and our reputation 


as 


61 7 9 


as an enlightened people: we regret that among 
the names of the unthinking men, who ex- 
poſe our country to theſe inconveniencies, ſome 
appear whoſe ſignatures thould be reſerved for 
more honourable purpoſes; and that the bi- 
gotry and ſelfiſh intolerance which have been 
manifeſted. on this occaſion, exhibit to foreigu- 
ers the piQure of imperfect civilization, 


A predilection for Monarchical Government 
has ever diſtinguiſhed the Iriſh Catholics : to 
the auguſt Houſe of Hanover we are bound by 
the double ties of allegiance and gratitude; in 
its illuſtrious repreſentative on the throne, we 
acknowledge the double character of ſovereign 
and bene factor. We conſider the connection 
with Great Britain a fate natural to this iſland, 
productive of great good, and peculiarly ad- 
vantageous to our body: to uphold this con- 
nection, to maintain the dignity and preroga- 
tives of this family, we reſerve the tender of 
our lives and fortunes. Theſe great and ma- 
terial intereſts of our country, are worthy of 
the ſacrifice; not the frivolous pretexts upon 


which, of late, ſuch engagements have been 
adopted. 


We contemplate, with much happineſs, the 
bleſſings enjoyed by our fellow - ſubjects, which, 


in 
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in ſome degree, extend to us, under that im- 
proved condition of ſociety a mixed Monat- 


chy—a fortunate and wiſe medium between 


the evils of deſpotic power, and the deplorable 
anarchy of popular interference. Admiring 
this enviable organization, and attached to 
each of its component parts—the crown, the 
peerage, and the repreſentation—we are ambi- 
tious to be incorporated with the conſtitution of 
which we approve, to be naturalized, in our 
native land, under the government which we 
maintain without repining. 


We deſire, above all things, to preſerve the 
peace of Ireland, to cement the cordiality of 
the aſſociated kingdoms, and to cultivate the 
welfare of the empire. Without inveſtigating 
the motives which might have induced a for- 
mer legiſlature to ſuſpend us from the exerciſe 
of the elective franchiſe, we contend that the 
continuance of that ſevere, diſgraceful, and 
unnatural reſtriction, is not neceſſary. We are 
ſolicitous to be reſtored to the capacity of be- 
coming electors, according as we ſhall attain 
that qualification, of freehold property, which 
the law of the land preſcribes to our fellow- 
ſubjects; we ſeek no indefinite rights: we pro- 
mulgate no untried ſyſtem. We only pray to 

be 


be reinſtated in that condition, which, at the 
revolution, was guaranteed to our anceſtors, and 
which, during the reign of King William, was 
deemed ſufficient to ſecure the Proteſtant eſta- 
bliſhment—the degree of liberal indulgence 
which it is found politic and ſafe to concede 
to all other diſſenters. Here we reſt our humble 
ſuit, to our ſovereign and to our country; and 
we have every reaſon to be ſatisfied that 
ſuch is the univerſal ſenſe of our brethren, 


We have been accuſed of a deſign to over- 
awe and to intimidate—a fſlanderous and ma- 
levolent imputation, unſupported by eyidence, 
or even by any grounds for remote ſuſpicion. 
The pretenſions which we advance are in the 
legal and parliamentary form; our ſolicitude is 
regulated by deference to the exiſting laws, and 
a cautious attention to the repoſe of that coun- 
try to which we are bound by relationſhip and 
property. We neither hope nor expect relief 
but from the wiſdom of the legiſlature: when 
we deviate from this rule, may the united 
energy of the empire avenge the delinquency ! | 
Conſcious of our integrity, obſerving through- 
out the vaſt maſs of our perſuaſion, an unifor- 
mity of peaceable and lawful conduct, we he- 
ſtate whether we ſhould more admire the au- 

| dacity 
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dacity of thoſe who advance, or the credulity 
of thoſe who believe, that the humble appli- 
cation of the Catholics, to be reſtored to the 
privileges of freeholders, is ſeditious; that even 
to diſcuſs the queſtion forbodes evil to Ireland, 
and affords cauſe of alarm to our Proteſtant 
brethren—prepoſterous aſſertions in a free coun- 
try! of which the conſlitution not only per- 
mits, but enjoins the ſubject to make known 
his grievances. 


If there be in Ireland a propenſity to commo- 
tion, it muſt exiſt among thoſe who ſeek to 
drive us to deſperation, attempting to preclude 
for ever our hope of being relieved from what 
we cannot but regard as hardſhips : we reject, 
with abhorrence, the idea; and we obſerve, 
throughout our entire body, a ſimilar reſigna. 
tion to the ſovereign authority, 


If there be ſedition, let it be ſought for 
amongſt thoſe perſons who, miſrepreſenting the 
intentions of good citizens and good ſubjects, 
endeavour to perpetuate the worft of calamities 
—religious animoſity ; let it be ſought for 
amongſt thoſe who erect themſelves into unau- 
thoriſed legiſlatures, and prejudge a queſtion 
which is only cognizable in Parliament ; who 

confederate 
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confederate to limit the bounty- of the ſupreme 
power ; who threaten to reſiſt the operations of 
its wiſdom ; who deny that it is competent to 
every act of legiſlation—a doctrine equally falſe 
and dangerous in a ſettled country. 


We have, ſeen theſe menaces, but we overlook 
them; nor. was it by means of us or of our 
brethren, that the alarming poſſibility of over- 
awing the legiſlature was introduced into popu- 
lar diſcuſſion. 


The progreſſive proſperity of Ireland has been 
co-equal with the removal of the laws againſt 
us; reaſon and experience teach us to aſcribe 
it to this cauſe, and to foretell that the nation 
muſt flouriſh in proportion as the privileges of 
equitable and rational liberty are diffuſed 
among its inhabitants. Holding in view this 
great improvement of our condition, and that 
of our country, we rejoice that our preten- 
ſions have been ſubmitted to the public ; and 
we cordially thank the illuſtrious patriots who 
have vindicated our cauſe in parliament, and 
demonſtrated the expediency of relieving us. 


Thus moderate in our ſentiments, but inflexi- 
ble in our determination, we will ſeek, in 
es © union 
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union with our aggrieved brethren, from the 
wiſdom of Parliament, the generofity of our 
King, and the benevolence of our | Proteſtant 
countrymen, the redreſs which common ſenſe, 
ſuperior to ſophiſtry, tells us we merit. Whilſt 
we live we will perſevere in applications loyal, 


humble, peaceable, and unremitting; and we 


will inculcate to our children, by precept and 


Bartholomew Rivers, 
Joſeph Rivers, 
Richard M'Kenna, 
Arthur Barker, 
Jeremiah Ryan, 
Jolin Barron, 

Paul Carroll, 

Joſeph Gaul, 

John Molloy, 

James Gafney, 
Ignatius R. Fleming, 
John Maher, 
John Murphy, 
James Collins, 
Patrick Galway, 
William Maher, 


Patrick Maher, 


James Maher, 


_ Example, to imitate our conduct. 


Michael Kenney, 
John Maher, 
Edward Murphy, 
James Egan, 


John Redmonds, 


Thomas Walſn, 
Barnaby Dunn, 


John Doyle, 


John Hugh O'Neal, 


Mathew Commins, 


Patrick Caſey, 

Edward Power, Knock - 
aderry, 

Nicholas Power, Wil- 

liam's- town, x 

Nicholas Power, Bali- 
nakil, 

Pierce Power, £ 
Ns Patrick 


lo, 
Joſeph Power, 
Michael Barron, 


John M. Barron, 


William Barron, 


Lawrence Barron, 


Robert Power, 
Robert O'Brien; 


William Ronayne; 


Martin Ryan, 


Henry Garret Landers, 


John Connel, 


Michael Kennedy, 


William O'Neil, 
James O'Neill, 
William Foley; 
James Cooke, 
ohn Delany, 
illiam Grant, 
Robert Phelan, 
Thomas | Brown, 
Arthur O'Neil, 
Patrick Murphy, 
Denis Mooney, 


Richard Magrath, 


James Wyſe, 
Roger Caſhin, 
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Patrick Power, Tinhal- Thomas Quan, 


William Maddock, 


Walter Fortune, 


Michael Barron, 


James Quan, _ 
Richard Meagher, M. D. 
John Smyth, 

Peter St. Leger, 
Edmund Caſhin, 
Nicholas Byrne, 
James Forriſtal, 
James Keating, 


John Carrol; 
Patrick Gaul, 
John Ryan, 


Luke Barron, 


John Lonergan, 
Patrick Ryan, 
John Carew, 
William Bola, 
John Batry, 
James Wall, 
Michael Buckley, 
Edward Redmonds, 
Martin Kelly, 
Nicholas Power, 
Phillip O'Neil, 
John Blackney, 
Joſeph 


Jofeph Anthony, 
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John Hurley, 


William Edward Kelly, Thomas Hurley, 


William Sulltvan, 
Michael Farrel, 
John Archbold, 


Stephen Grant, M. D. 


Michael Roche, 
Thomas Lanigan, 
Matthew Roche, 
Joſeph Roche, 
James Wyſe, jun. 
Robert T. Power, 
James Blake, 
Thomas Blake, 


Patrick Hurly, 
Stephen Hurly, 
Michael Welſh, 
Charles M Dermot, 
William Bourke, 
William Keating, 
John Maddock, 


Pierce Maguire, 


William Maddock, 
William Maguire, 


William Fouran, 


Owen O'Neil. 


Note. This expreſſion of ſentiments by the Catholics of 
Waterford, circulated with great approbation in Great Bri- 
tain ; and coming forward at a period, when the monarchical 
diſpoſition of ſome parts of Ireland were doubted, is ſuppoſed 
to have conciliated many in the ſiſter country to the cauſe of 


the 1 Catholics. 


Ar A 
GENERAL MEETING 
OF THE 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, 


OF THE 


COUNTY AND CITY OF CORK, 


Convened by public Advertiſement, and held at the 
Cork Tavern, the 15th of October, 1792, 
the following Declaration was 
unanimouſly agreed to: 


JosTiN MfCarTay, Eſq; M, D. in the Chair, 


Wx, the Roman Catholics of the county and 
city of Cork, compelled by the menaces and inti- 
midations which are daily repeated and renewed in 
the public prints, to deviate from that rule of ſilent 
expectation we had preſcribed to ourſelves, think 
it our duty at this criſis to' interfere, and reſcue 
from opprobrium the character of that body of 
which we form no inon ſiderable portion. 


We embrace the occaſion of teſtifying our entire 
approbation and concurrence in the ſentiments ex- 
preſſed 
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Jofeph Anthony, John Hurley, 
| William Edward Kelly, Thomas Hurley, 
William Sullivan, Patrick Hurly, 


Michael Farrel, Stephen Hurly, 
John Archbold, Michael Welſh, 
Stephen Grant, M. D. Charles M*Dermot, 
Michael Roche, William Bourke, 


Thomas Lanigan, William Keating, 
Matthew Roche, John Maddack, 
Joſeph Roche, Pierce Maguire, 
James Wyſe, jun. William Maddock, 
Robert T. Power, William Maguire, 
James Blake, William Fouran, 
Thomas Blake, Owen O'Neil. 


_ a 
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Note. This expreſſion of ſentiments by the Catholics of 
| Waterford, circulated with great approbation in Great Bri- 


tain ; and coming forward at a period, when the monarchical 
diſpoſition of ſome parts of Ireland were doubted, is ſuppoſed 
| to have conciliated many in the ſiſter nN to the cauſe of 
| the Iriſh Catholics 


AT A 
GENERAL MEETING 
oy „n 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, 

or THE 


COUNTY AND CITY OF CORK; 


Convened by public Advertiſement, and held at the 
Cork Tavern, the 15th of October, 1792, 
the following Declaration was 
unanimouſly agreed to: 


Jvsrix M'Cartar, Eſq; M. D. in the Chair. 


| V } E, the Roman Catholics of the county and 


city of Cork, compelled by the menaces and inti- 


midations which are daily repeated and renewed in 
the public prints, to deviate from that rule of ſilent 
expectation we had preſcribed to ourſelves, think 
it our duty at this criſis to interfere, and reſcue 
from opprobrium the charafter of that body of 
which we form no inon ſid erable portion. 


We embrace the occaſion of teſtifying our entire 
apprabation and concurrence in the ſentiments ex- 
preſſed 


* 
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preſſed bs our oppreſſed brethren throughout the 
kingdom ; like them we are loyal, attached to our 


Country and to the Conſtitution which it poſſeſſes; 


like them inflexibly determined to ſeek by all 
peaceable and legal means, that participation in the 
elective franchiſe, which we are qualified to enjoy 


by our ſituation, patriotiſm, and property. - 


As the inhabitants of an extenſive county, and 
great commercial city, we cannot ſtigmatize too 


| firongly the unguarded conduct of thoſe perſons, 


probably not much intereſted in the national 
welfare, who, by angry reſolutions of reſiſtance 
where no attack was deſigned, or even to be ap- 


| prehended; and by dangerous confederations, 


which there is no pretence to juſtify, have diffuſed 
vague conjectures through Ireland and foreign 
countries ; interrupting at home the public tran- 
quillity and the harmony of ſocial life, repreſent- 
ing us abroad in a condition of precarious ſettle- 


ment. We ſee the ſpirit of intolerance obſervable 


in thoſe proceedings with aſtoniſhment, in an age 
which is denominated enlightened, and among a 
peopele who have laid claim to the n_ of _ 


mation and Iberer. 


We never can admit, that the excluſion of three- 
fourths of the people from any connection with 
de Legiſlature which diſpoſes of their lives, their 

liberty, 
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liberty, and fortunes, is an eſſential and fundamen- 
tal. principle in the. organizing of ſociety within 
this iſland. The disfranchifement of a large por- 
tion of the Iriſh people was the temporary expedi- 
ent of a diſtempered age; it is time it ſhould be 
cancelled. It is time the privilege- of voting for 
Repreſentatives. ſhould be re-annexed to our free- 
hold property, and ſuffrage become what the Con- 
ſtitution deſigned it, the protection and reward of 
induſtry. The good of the country, the hberality 
of the age; the ſecurity. our property affords, the 
proofs and the pledges we have given of patriotiſm 
and toyalty, all call aloud for a happy reconcilia- 


tion of parties, grounded upon this fact of ſub- 
ſtantial juſtice. 


The enemies of that great good of Ireland, our 
emancipation, endeavor to divert the public mind 
from this diſcuſſion, and to overwhelm our calm 
repreſentation in the outcry of ſedition. 


They are aware, that, ſupported by reaſon and 
juſtice, if our Proteſtant countrymen ſhall inveſti- 
gate our cauſe, we muſt triumph over the baſe views 
and prejudices of the intereſted and bigoted: ;- but 
we call upon our Proteſtant friends and neighbours 
to judge us, not from exaggerations and calumnits, 

| but 
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but by their perſonal obſervation ; by the general 
tenor of our lives and conduct; by the duties 
which we fulfil in common. Is there any room 
for the unkind ſurmiſes which circulate? Are 
there no terms upon which we may hope to be 
reſtored to our country ?—In the general havoc. of 
our rights, remonſtrance, petition, and diſcuſſion 
were preſerved. We uſe them with that deference 
to the exiſting laws, and attention to the public 
peace, which befits men connected by every en- 
dearing tie to their country. Will any honeſt man 
lay his hand upon his breaſt, and anſwer, is our 
conduct diſorderly ? Is our mode of redreſs inde- 
cent? Are our grievances fictitious? In every 
purſuit we are intercepted by monopoly ; we are 
deprived of all that is called enviable in political 
life, and of many ſolid advantages of ſociety. 
When we enquire the cauſe of this excluſion, 
we are denominated ſcditious. 


— — 2 — — E oi — y 
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We have a ſtrong cauſe; it requires but the aid 
of argument, and this uxiliary ALONE we will 
TH employ: We ſolicit from our Proteſtant country- 
men a patient hearing, that we may demonſtrate 
to them, that by redreſſing our grievances, they 
ſerve our common country and do not endanger 
their eſtabliſument.— We have no means of pro- 
| curing 
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curing redreſs, but by impreſſing conviction upon 
the Proteſtant repreſentatives of Proteſtant conſti- 
tyents. SO 


For us ſtands all that is illuſtrious in the land 
for-talent and public ſpirit! The men, who en- 
courage venality and trade in corruption, are ar- 
rayed againſt us. It may be convenient to ſuch 
perſons to limit the number of free agents within 
the realm, but will the ſenſible and diſintereſted 
Proteſtants of Ireland be deceived by their un- 
founded aſſertions, their unſubſtantiated charges, 
and fanciful hypotheſis ? Will they credit that we 

would innovate in proſperity, who in adverſity are 
moderate and ſubmiſſive ? 


Will they believe we have an alien hope, who 
have appeared in every hour of peril armed by 
their ſides for our common protection, and who 
have, within the period of their recollection, re- 
ſiſted the only powers on earth whom we could be 
ſuppoſed to favor? Will they not rather attend to 
the evidence of their ſenſes, that as the paſt repeal 
of the Popery Laws has been the cauſeof national 
proſperity, ſo by the future muſt our country 
flouriſh ? . That it is more politic to recompenſe 
by Franchiſe the toil of the laborious, than the 

H perjury 
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perjury of the proſligate. Theſe are the ound 


doctrines of every wiſe ſtateſman and eminent 
writer of either kingdom; oppoſed to them are 


the men who inculcate the dangerous leſſon, that 
the Church, the State, the Crown, the Empire, 


and the Conſtitution muſt totter, unleſs they have 


for ſupporters, a Slaye and, an arrogant Mono- 
paliſt. D 


THE END. 
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